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RADIANCE 

 Hello Black Doll Enthusiasts!  

Welcome to Radiance, the newsletter from American Black 

Beauty Doll Association (ABBDA). We bring to you illuminating in-

formation  about ABBDA activities, black doll artists and black doll 

collectors.  

  

We hope that this year finds you thriving and well.  Well 2022 has 

been a year of growth for ABBDA., and we are excited to bring new 

and exciting things to all of you! 

We are happy to announce the Festival of Black Dolls Show & Sale 

will held on Saturday, November 5, 2022, in Oakland, California. 
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Elizabeth “Bessie” Coleman soared across the sky 

as the first African American, and the first Native 

American, woman pilot.  Known for performing fly-

ing tricks, Coleman’s nicknames were; “Brave Bes-

sie,” “Queen Bess,” and “The Only Race Aviatrix in 

the World.”  

Her goal was to encourage women and African 

Americans to reach their dreams. Unfortunately, her 

career ended with a tragic plane crash, but her life 

continues to inspire people around the world. 

 

ABBDA is excited to announce that the 2022 Raffle 

Doll is a 21” sculpted felt replica of Bessie Coleman!  

A model of her bi-plane the “Queen Bess” accompa-

nies this unique doll.  

Did you know that not only was Bessie the first Afri-

can American woman pilot, but earned her pilot's li-

cense in 1921 in France, two years before her more 

famous contemporary, Amelia Earhart.  Did you also 

know that they both flew out of the Oakland Airport? 

Bessie is a true example of Black Girl Radiance. 

Memoirs of a Black Doll Artist … Part 1      by Jan Moorey  

But then tragedy struck!  My big brother stole my 

prized black baby doll.  It was probably payback 

for going into his room uninvited and reading his 

comic books.   

  Regardless, he snatched my most prized posses-

sion, shoved it deep into a sewer pipe under the 

house.  My beautiful black baby doll was never to 

be seen again.   

  After that we decided to stay out of my brother’s 

room.  Much later, my sister and I were given 

black rubber baby bumper dolls.  We made sure to 

keep them away from my brother.  

     

  My earliest memories of black dolls was 

back when I was a little girl growing up in 

Boulder, Colorado.  In the summers, me and 

my little sister would embroider, sew, and 

knit.  We would watch with fascination as my 

Aunt Grace embroidered doll faces.  Dolls 

back then were commonly made of rags, 

scraps and leftover clippings from sewing.     

  My Aunt Grace noticed that we didn’t have 

any black dolls to play with, so she made a 

black baby doll, one each for my sister and 

me.  I was so delighted and it was instantly 

my favorite toy to play with. 
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Our amazing keynote speaker for this 

years’ Festival of Black Dolls Show and Sale 

will be Kynisha ‘Daisy’ Ducre.  In the doll 

world she has worked with the Positively 

Perfect Brand, in addition to being men-

tored by Stacey Mcbride-Irby (both former 

keynote speakers) and her own accomplish-

ments truly are magical.  As a licensed inte-

rior designer for one of the bay area’s Best 

Places to Work, published author, former 

NFL dancer and well-traveled, international 

award winning clown. 

This year’s keynote will truly represent an 

eclectic HERstory.  Be sure to mark your 

calendars so that you will hear her worldly 

perspective, receive your personal balloon 

crown and leave inspired to share your per-

sonal Magic.   

Especially this Black Girl Magic! 

Kynisha ‘Daisy’ Ducre 

Black Girl Radiance: Her Story 

Radiance means… 

Light or heat as emitted or reflected by 

something; obviously very happy, or very 

beautiful; something that shines or 

glows is radiant. 

 

ABBDA has chosen the theme, “Black 

Girl Radiance: Her Story”, for the 2022 

Festival of Black Dolls Show and Sale. 

Black Girl Radiance is letting the power of 

her beauty, her essence, her light shine 

from within to effect those around her.    

Whether it’s delivering moving thought 

provoking speeches like Sojourner Truth, 

Ida B. Wells and Shirley Chisolm.  Or stir-

ring our souls through dance like Debbie 

Allen and Misty Copeland. 

Even the black women that raised us 

teaching us to care for ourselves and oth-

ers and how to stand strong in the midst 

of adversity. 

Black women continue to change our 

world in positive ways by enduring adver-

sity and dreaming big, radiating her 

truth.  
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Doll Making Tips—101 

How to Stuff Cloth Arms & Legs — When 

stuffing doll arms and legs start at the tip.  

Make sure to stuff firmly and evenly, layer by 

layer.  You want to try to assure that you stuff 

the arms and legs firmly throughout, so that 

you don’t end up with soft spots.  Use a small 

blunt tool, such as Forceps or a Knitting needle 

to get into those tight spaces.  

Also remember to leave room at the top to sew 

the arms or legs onto the body.  

Black Doll 

Facts 

In January 2021, Black-

doll collector, historian, 

and author on the 

subject of black dolls, 

Debbie Behan Garrett 

founded DeeBeeGee's 

Virtual Black Doll 

Museum, "the first and 

only virtual Black doll 

museum where antique, 

vintage, modern, and 

one-of-a-kind Black 

dolls are celebrated 

24/7."  

https://

virtualblackdollmus

eum.com/about-2/ 

WEBSITE — www.weloveblackdolls.com 

FACEBOOK  INSTAGRAM 

TWITTER  YOUTUBE 

TIKTOK 

Want more of ABBDA?  Find us on... 
In the NEXT ISSUE of RADIANCE… 

 Festival of Black Dolls                   

Show & Sale 2022 

 AAMLO’s 20th Anniversary 

 Memoirs from a Doll Artist Part 2 

 ABBDA’s New Website 

.  ..and more! 

 

ABBDA congratulates the 2021 winner of the porcelain 

replica of Madam C.J. Walker, successful pioneer and in-

novator of her era, raffle doll, Ms. F. Davis of Richmond, 

California!  
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